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Patti K Kodama 
07/22/2003 02:51 PM 

. 
To: cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 

Subject: Re: RE: Comments on draft of statewide access plan 

-Forwardcdby PattiK Kodama/DCCAon07/22/200302:59PM -
GlenWY 

Chock To: Patti K Kodama/DCCA@DCCA 


cc: 
07/22/2003 Subject Re: RE: Commentsondraft of statewide access plan 
11:19 AM 

Patti, pls print and file in commentsbinder from PBS. 
Thanks 
Glen 

-Forwarded by GlenWY Chock/DCCAon07/22/2003l1:27AM -
Clyde 

Sonobe To: Mark E Recktenwald/DCCA@DCCA 


cc: GlenWY Chock/DCCA@DCCA
07/21/2003 Subject Re:RE:Comments on draft of statewide access ~plan 
10:36AM -
-To: Clyde.Sonobe@dccahPi.gov 

cc: 

Subject Re:RE:Comments ondraft of statewideaccess plan 


Clyde 
-Forwarded by ClydeSonobe/DCCAon 07/21/200310:44 AM 

"K.alowenaKomeiji 

07/10/200303:55PM 

July 10 


Clyde 


I spoke with Mike about this earlier today. Essentially he feels that PBS 

Hawaii shares a similar mission to the PEG providers but we're not the 

same and neither are we competitors. In fact, he feels that PBS Hawaii 




enhances o r  complements t h e  se rv ice  provided by t h e  PEG f o l k s  w i t h  one of 
the  major d i f f e r e n c e s  being t h a t  w e  provide t e l e v i s i o n  broadcast  
s tatewide.  As it r e l a t e s  t o  PBS H a w a i i  (and not t h e  PEG prov ide r s ) ,  t h e  
cable f r a n c h i s e  f e e  he lps  t h i s  pub l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  t o  provide: 

1. Free, non-commercial PBS programe (both na t iona l  as w e l l  a s  l o c a l )  

t o  

t he  people of H a w a i i .  PBS programs are informative,  insp i r ing ,  

educat ional  and e n t e r t a i n i n g .  

2.  PBS broadcas ts  statewide, inc luding many r u r a l  a r e a s  t h a t  are 

otherwise 

not served by cable o r  commercial broadcas ters  such a s  Ka'u, South Point  

and Hana. 

3. W e  u s e  most of t h e  f r anch i se  f e e  t o  pay f o r  equipment and opera t ior  

r e l a t i n g  t o  equipment. Most of our f u t u r e  funding w i l l  go toward help ing 

u s  t o  m e e t  t h e  federal mandate f o r  d i g i t a l  broadcast which i s  a 
requirement w e  have t o  meet i n  order  t o  maintain our broadcast  l i cense .  
4. W e  a l s o  a n t i c i p a t e  using a por t ion  of t h e  f r anch i se  fee toward land 

and 

bui ld ing c o s t s  f o r  a new f a c i l i t y  which w i l l  he lp  t o  make our our  

t echn ica l  opera t ions  and equipment more cu r ren t .  


As you may recall, t h i s  organiza t ion  went from being a state agency t o  a 
p r i v a t e  nonprof i t  i n  J u l y  2000. The f ranch i se  f e e  he lps  t o  support  about 
35 percent  of our  t o t a l  opera t ions  as a p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n .  PBS 
Hawaii i s  t h e  only  benef ic i a ry  of t h e  f r anch i se  f e e  t h a t  i s  a broadcaster 
l icensed by t h e  FCC and we  have been serving t h e  s t a t e  of H a w a i i  s i n c e  
1967. 

In  l i g h t  of t h e  foregoing, w e  be l i eve  PBS H a w a i i  serves  an  important r o l e  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  by providing f r e e ,  q u a l i t y  t e l e v i s i o n  programs ac ross  t h e  
s t a t e .  We also s t r i v e  t o  b r ing  added value  t o  t h e  community through.  
var ious  outreach e f f o r t s  which range from Sesame Street Live a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
allowing l o c a l  s t o r i e s  t o  be t o l d  t o  na t iona l  audiences such a s  R e 1 1  
Sunn's s t o r y  i n  "Heart of t h e  sea." Mike would love t o  be able t o  have 
t h e  " ex t ra" funding t o  produce more l o c a l  programs where t h e  stories of 
our l o c a l  people and our var ious  l o c a l  communities can be t o l d  and shared 
across t h e  state,  s t o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  both e n t e r t a i n i n g  a s  w e l l  as 
educational .  I t  i s  a goa l  w e  a r e  committed t o  t r y i n g  t o  f u l f i l l .  

Clyde, le t  m e  know i f  a d d i t i o n a l  information i s  needed. 

I'm assuming y o u ' r e  t a k i n g  a much needed break from t h e  job. Enjoy
yourself  and g e t  some R&R. 



To: cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 

Subject: ISSUE #15: Resolution of complaints concerning PEGs 

-Forwarded by PattiK Kodama/DCCAon 08/1 1/2003 03:41 PM -
Clyde 

Sonobe To: Patti K Kodama/DCCA@DCCA 


cc: GlenWY Chock/DCCA@DCCA 
08/01/2003 Subject: ISSUE #15: Resolution ofcomplaints concerningPEGS 
01:25 PM 

Please place into the public comment file. 

Thanks, 

Clyde 

-Forwarded by Clyde Sonobe/DCCAon08/01/2003 01:33PM -


Mnrk E 

Recktenwald To: Clyde Sonobe/DCCA@DCCA 


cc: 


Subject: ISSUE #15: Resolution ofcomplaints concerningPEGS 

08/01/2003 
1250 PM 

-Forwarded by MarkE Recktenwald/DCCAon 08/01/2003 12:59PM -

To: "MarkE. Recktenwald"<mrecktenwald@dcca.hawaii.gov> 

08/01/2003 0700 AM 	 cc: 

Subject ISSUE #15: Resolution ofcomplaints concerningPEGS 

ISSUE#15: Resolution of complaints concerning PEGs 

"The appropriate resolution of complaints by the PEGs is a factor taken into account by the 
DCCA in evaluating the performance of each PEG. " 

The majority of complaints to date have been bylaw violations by the board and self serving 
behavior by both the board and administrators. Apparently DCCA and the PEGs feel "the 

J e f l G h d ( l l l l l l  



appropriate resolution" is to change the bylaw(s)in question because the PEGs say they are too 
ambiguous. By the following definition you can see that the word "appropriate" could easily be 
misinterpreted by the PEGs &/or the DCCA so perhaps a less ambiguous, community based term 
should be used in place of "appropriate" like "pono". 

From Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary (1913) (web1913) 

Appropriate \Ap*pro"pri*ate\, v. t. [imp. & p. p. {Appropriated}; p. pr. & vb. n. 
{Appropriating).] 1, To take to one's self in exclusion of others; to claim or use as by an 
exclusive right; as, let no man appropriate the use of a common benefit. 

2. To set apart for, or assign to, a particular person or use, in exclusion of all others; -- with to or 
for; as, a spot of ground is appropriated for a garden; to appropriate money for the increase of the 
navy. 

3. To make suitable; to suit, [Archaic] --Paley. 

4. (Eng. Eccl. Law) To annex, as a benefice, to a spiritual corporation, as its property. 
--Blackstone. 



-08/02/2003 08:27:00 AM 

To: cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 


Subject: testimony 


Rather than attend your meeting, please accept this testimony; 
 Having spoken 

with the chairperson, and the program specialist, I'm still unsure of the 

term "non-exclusive franchise". Having visited your website, and scrolled 

through pages, it looks to me like Oceanic is paying about a half-a-mil for 

something, and that should make them exclusive, and keep away the competition. 


A competetive company would be- refreshing. -Barbara 



Clyde Sonobe 

08/11/2003 04:21 PM 

To: Patti K Kodama/DCCA@DCCA 
cc: Mark E Recktenwald/DCCA@DCCA, Lawrence M 

Subject: Re: FW: State of Hawai'i cable plans 
Reifurth/DCCA@DCCA, Glen WY Chock/DCCA@DCCA 

Patti, please add to our file. 

Thanks, 
Clyde-Forwarded by Clyde Sonobe/DCCA on 08/11/2003 04:19 PM -

To: Clyde.Sonobe@dcca,hawaii.gov 

Subject: Re: FW: State of Hawai'i cable plans 

08/11/2003 01:13 PM 

Clyde: FYI, I am sending Mike's written testimony by s n a i l  m a i l ;  however, 
attached is a copy of tha t  letter. 

........................................ 

............... ........ 
........ 
...................... - recktenwald.doc 



August 11,2003 

Mr. Mark Recktenwald, Director 


State Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 


1010 Richards Street, 2nd Floor 


Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 


Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 


We have reviewed the proposed draft plan for PEG access providers and appreciate 


your efforts to seek public comment on it. The draft focuses on governance and 


operational issues for Hawaii's PEG providers and we do not believe this is the kuleana 


of PBS Hawaii. While we do agree that PEG providers play an important role in our 


island communities and should continue to play a role, we believe the role of PBS 


Hawaii is distinctly different from that of public access providers. 


Therefore, our comments focus instead on the role of PBS in Hawaii. Our interest at 


this time is simply to maintain our current relationship and current allocation of the 


franchise fee as it represents 34 percent of PBS Hawaii's annual budget. 


* 	 PBS Hawaii has been providing statewide broadcasts since 1967. We were first 

known as Hawaii Educational Television and then as Hawaii Public Television 

under the Hawaii state government. Today, we continue the mission of providing 

quality, commercial free educational and entertaining programs to the people of 

Hawaii as a private, nonprofit organization. 



* 	 Of all the recipients of Hawaii’s franchise fee, PBS Hawaii is the only broadcaster 

licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). This is a 

significant distinction because it means that in addition to state oversight, PBS 

Hawaii is regulated at the federal level as well. As a PBS affiliate, we are also 

governed by standards set by the national PBS headquartered in Virginia. 

* PBS Hawaii broadcasts are statewide. Our service is available to those who do 

not have access to cable or who choose not to subscribe to cable where it’s 

available. We provide free, non-commercial television programs of national and 

local interests. Because PBS Hawaii broadcasts statewide, our preference is to 

continue the current relationship with the state under the jurisdiction of the 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. 

* 	 We currently use the franchise fee for operations, equipment 

replacement/upgrades and facilities. You should also know that the fee plays a 

large part in our plans for digital conversion which is mandated by the FCC. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views with you. 

Very truly yours, 

Mike McCartney 

President and CEO
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July 30,2003 

Mr. Mark E. Recktenwald 

Director 

Department of Commerce and 


Consumer Affairs 

1010 Richards Street 

Post Office Box 541 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 


Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 

I received your letter regarding the Hawaii State Department of Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs’ plans to hold public meetings to solicit comments on the State’s 
plan for cable television Public, Education, and Government Access. Thank you for 
sharing this information with me. 

DKI:mlc 

Aloha, 

DANIEL K. IN 
United States S 



Glen WY Chock 

09/08/2003O1 :27 PM 

leff Garland 
<digitaleye@hi.net> 

9/2003 09:23 AM 

Aloha Mark, 

To: Glen WY Chock/DCCA@DCCA 
cc: 

Subject: URGENT [Fwd: RECORDS REQUEST: specially designated channels] 

To: "Mark E. Recktenwald" cmrecktenwald@dcca.hawail.gov> ,Esther
Zukeran <ezukeran@dcca.state.hi.us> 

cc: OIP <oip@state.hi.us>
Subject: URGENT [Fwd: RECORDS REQUEST: specially designated channels] 

It is most important for me to receive the following requested information before the 8/25/03 
Oahu DCCA PEGAccess Plan meeting. 

Mahalo in advance for your prompt attention to this request. 

--_---_- Original Message --------
Subject:RECORDS REQUEST: specially designated channels

Date:Sun, 10 Aug 2003 07:14:55 -1000 
From:Jeff Garland <digitaleye@hi.net> 

To:DCCA Director Mark Recktenwald 
<mrecktenwald@dcca.hawaii.gov> 


Dear Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs Director Recktenwald, 

According to Hawaii Administrative Rules Title 16 Chapter 131 Subchapter 9 Sections 32 -
34 the cable operator "shall maintain at least one specially designated" channel for Public, 
Education and Government access. 

Please provide documentation that shows the specific channel numbers for all islands of the 
speciallydesignated channels for each of the 3 separate sectors of Public, Education and 
Government. 

Your prompt response will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely,

Jeff Garland 



MaryAnne Longa-b 08/20/2003 05:25:42 AM 

To: 
cc: 

Subject: Olelo - Rural Access 

To whom it may concern: 


We folks on the North Shore of Oahu have always considered ourselves a 

"landlocked Neighbor Island." When you do your deliberations, please 

consider the Kahuku satellite of Olelo as being as remote as the Neighbor 

Islands. It provides a crucial access for us as getting to town to do 

programming will cause a hardship for people in this area. 


The drive to Honolulu for us is long and dangerous, especially at night 

when most Olelo users would be free to use the services in town. 


Having the studio on the Kahuku High campus gives our young people a chance 
to explore the medium. I'm sure many parents would not approve of their 
children driving all the way to town to participate - the two or more hours 
on the road is needed for homework, family time, etc. 


If equality of access is your main concern, please do not take away 
Koolauloa/North Shore's access -- that would lessen our access, not 
increase it. 

Thank you for your consideration. 


MaryAnne Long 

Hauula Resident 




-Fowarded by Patti K Kodama/DCCA on 08/26/2003 09:41 AM --08l21/2003 06:27:00 PM 

To: cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 

Subject: re-repeat of..more questions...testimony 

Here's a p.s. preface; still haven't heard back from you. If there are 
388,OOO subscribers paying $3.12 p/mo "feanchise fee", is that to cover 
Oceanic's Non-exclusive? the following thursday..after Saturday..does 
e-mailed testimony get read? just curious...Friday...My cable bill includes 
$3.12 "franchise fee". Are the subscribers paying for the 
"non-exclusive"..Rather than attend your meeting, please accept this 
testimony; Having spoken with the chairperson, and the program specialist, 
I'm still unsure of the term"non-exclusive franchise". Having visited your 
website, and scrolled through pages, it looks to me like Oceanic is paying 
about a half-a-mil for something, and that should make them exclusive, and 
keep away the competition. "Monopoly" I understand. A competetive company 
would be refreshing. Barbara Ikeda b-mhis original question 
was originally posed last week. Are you still in office? -



- - 

-

an 

a 

08/21/2003 12:34:47 

-Patti K Kodama To: CATV 

08/26/2003
- - -- cc:

09:37 AM Subject: Re: DCCA August 25th Meeting 

3 


-Forwarded by Patti K Kodama/DCCA on 08/26/2003 09:38 AM -
PM 
"Williams, Darlene'w-m 

To: 
cc: 

"'cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov"' <cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov> 

- .  --- .-.__ 

Subject: Re: DCCA August 25th Meeting 

C a b l e  Te lev i s ion  Division 

Department of Commerce and Consumer A f f a i r s  

S t a t e  of H a w a i i  

1010 Richards Street, 2nd Floor 

Honolulu, H I  96813 


Aloha 

I am w r i t i n g  i n  response t o  t h e  scheduled meeting on August 25,  2003 a t  
Queen L i l i u o k a l a n i  Building. Unfortunately, I w i l l  not be able t o  a t t end  
the  meeting i n  suppor t  of O l e l o ,  but I f e l t  it important f o r  m e  t o  send 
e m a i l  t o  t h e  Department of Commerce and Consumer Affa i rs .  

The i n t e n t  of t h e  meeting i s  t o  br ing  toge the r  community m e m b e r s  and t h e  
Department of Commerce and Consumer A f f a i r s  (DCCA) t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s sues  
r e l a t i n g  t o  Pub l i c  Education and Governance (PEG)  access i n  H a w a i i .  
Reviewing t h e  DCCA's  Plan f o r  Public ,  Education and Government (PEG) Access, 
I see a lengthy list of 16 i s s u e s  wi th  subsequent opt ions  t o  d i s c u s s  i n  
meeting t h a t  is  scheduled f o r  two-hours. F i r s t ,  I commend your e f f o r t s  i n  
bringing t o g e t h e r  bath p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  table i n  discussing f u t u r e  p o l i c i e s ,  
which w i l l  effect "a l l " i s l a n d  viewers and Olelo members. Second, I r a i s e  
the  question on whether or not f u t u r e  meetings a r e  scheduled t o  d iscuss  t h e  
DCCA plan; Third,  is  it t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  new plan t o  reduce funds budgeted 
for  each i n d i v i d u a l  si te? 

Olelo is "unique" i n  i t s  se rv ices  and i t s  broadcasting. A s  stated i n  your 
letter, "Hawaii is  one of a very few s t a t e s  t h a t  has f r anch i s ing  au thor i ty  
a t  t h e  state l e v e l . " Olelo f a c i l i t i e s  designed f o r  t h e  community enables 
it, "to t e l l  t h e i r  s t o r i e s ,  whether it i s  t o  e n t e r t a i n  o r  educate others o r  
hope to create i n t e r e s t  i n  a movement. In  addit ion,  it provides  an 
opportunity for  any g rass roo t s  e f f o r t s  t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he i r  cause." 
I ts  an avenue I have u t i l i z e  t o  a i r  my message. The Opportunity I receive 
from t h e  classes, equipment, and s t a f f  i s  "rewarding." A s  a community 
member, I have been ab le  t o  produce segments t h a t  both e n t e r t a i n  and help 
o ther  non- prof i t  organiza t ions  on Oahu g e t  t h e i r  message ou t  t o  t h e  public. 
Olelo offers t o  m e  and o the r s  s e r v i c e s  and a public  format t h a t  would not 
otherwise be a v a i l a b l e  o r  af ford .  
If it i s  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  new plan t o  reduce funding o r  cut-back on 
community access  f a c i l i t i e s ,  I would s t rongly  request DCCA t o  seek o ther  



options. 
 Olelo like any other organization operates on a minimal budget. 

Olelo's facility is vital and important to increase our community's 

awareness and participation; moreover, it brings people together who come 

from different cultures, religion, and political ideologies. Olelo 

continues to enrich its viewers today and seeks the same goal for the 

future. 

Sincerely, 


Darlene Williams 




August 22,2003 

To: 	 Clyde Sonobe 
Cable Administrator 

From: Kalowena Komeiji 

Following is one page of written testimony from one of our board 
members, Al Hoffman, that we received today for Monday's PEG hearing 
on Oahu. 



2 .’ 2 

COMMUNICATIONS PACIFIC 

August 19,2003 

Mr. Mark Recktenwald 

Director 

State of Hawaii 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 

1010 Richards Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 


Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 


I appreciate the opportunity that the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs has made available to 

comment on the draft cable plan. As a board member of PBS Hawaii and a concerned citizen, I urge you to 

keep the existing conditions and relationship between the DCCA and Time Warner Oceanic Cable as is. 


As you know, PBS Hawaii receives one percent of the state’s cable franchise fee. The fee is very important 

to PBS Hawaii and represents approximately 34 percent of the station’s annual budget. Of all the 

beneficiaries of the franchise fee, PBS Hawaii is the only broadcaster licensed by the FCC. PBS Hawaii has 

been providing the entire state commercial-freetelevision at no cost to the community since 1967. We serve 

many rural communities that are otherwise not served by cable, PEG and commercial broadcasters. 


The mission of PBS Hawaii is to provide quality, commercial-free broadcast television programs to the 

people of Hawaii. Our programming is meant to inspire, inform, entertain and educate the community. PBS 

Hawaii is a nonprofit organization that used to be an agency of the state under your department. And now 

that we are a private nonprofit entity, these funds are particularly important in helping us to fulfill our mission. 


Most of our franchise fee funds are used to pay for equipment and operations relating to providing 

educational statewide broadcasting. The future use of the fee will be to help us meet the federal mandate 

for digital broadcasting, which is a requirement we have to meet in order to maintain our broadcasting 

license. 


Thank you again for this opportunity to share the value of PBS in Hawaii’s communities. 

President 

AH:ss 

TOPA FINANCIAL CENTER TEL R O B  521 5391 

FORT S’REET TOWER PENTHOUSE FAX 808 537 6836 

745  FORT STREET HONOLULU HI 96813 www.commpac.com 



08/22/2003 08:13:09 AMSean Ross -n 

To: cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 


Subject: Olelo TVI Attn: Mary Roblee & Meredith Nichols 


Gentlemen, Ladies: 


Just a short note to let you know my appreciation for Olelo and the 

positive help it brings to Hawai'i people. In particular, the upcoming 

airing of a seminar on September 11, 2003 regarding Fibro Myalgia is 

most appreciated. Your dedication to informing the people is oustanding. 


Aloha e mahalo 


Kent M. Rose 



I' 

08/22/2003 12:24:53 PM"anne keala kelly'l-@on 

To: <dcca@dcca.hawaii.gov> 
cc: <cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov> 

Subject: meetings regarding olelo 

Aloha Misters Rechtenwald and Sonobe: 

It has come to my attention that you will be holding a public meeting next week regarding the future of Hawaii 
public access. I will not be on island when thismeeting takes place, soI feel compelled to send thise-letter. 
Hopefully it is not so informal that it will not be taken seriously. 

I am a writer and part of the Hawaiian community. Like many, I have had the privilege of using Olelo facilities 
and being informed by theprogramming on Olelo. I believe thevalue of Olelo lies not only in the fact that it is 
the best example of expressing the very American right to "freedom of speech" I have seen anywhere in the United 
States, but in the role it plays as communicator to large segments of the Hawai'i public who am not servedby the 
mainstream media, which is largely programmed on the continent. 

Hopefully you folks understand the necessity for and functionof Olelo and will not do anything to diminish its 
presence or harm the freedom people are able to experience and express through Olelo... particularly the 
Hawaiians and other Pacitic Islanders living in Hawai'i. 

If DCCA will be having public hearings or meetings in the future, I would like to be informed, so please, add my 
email address to your list of community members and journalists who receive press releases. 

I thank you for your time, 

Anne Keala Kelly 



"ENSO -nED" 08/22/2003 04:02:26 PM 

To: <cabletv@dcca. hawaii.gov> 
cc: 


Subject: Letter of support for Olelo 

August 21, 2003 


Cable Television Division 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 

State of Hawaii 

1010 Richards St. 2nd Floor 

Honolulu HI 96813 


To Whom It May Concern: 


On behalf of Empower North Shore Oahu (ENSO) I offer this letter of support 

for Olelo Community Television. ENSO is a Non-Profit 501c3 serving the 

North Shore region of Oahu. 


ENSO's Core Purpose: To stimulate and support sustainable economic 

opportunities and to improve community participation and cooperation through 

community-based economic development and community building activities. 


Olelo plays a valuable role within the North Shore Community. ENSO has 

recently partnered with Olelo on two projects; one will bridge the gap 

between Waialua and Kahuku High School students and the other will unite the 

Non-Profits on the North Shore. These are two very necessary results as the 

divide between communities is one of the North Shore's primary barriers to 

becoming a thriving, empowered and sustainable place to live. Without 

Olelo, these communication bridges would not be possible. 


It is imperative that Olelo maintain their full funding so that they can 

continue to deliver on their work that is vital to the community. ENSO and 

many other organizations value Olelo because it gives voice to those who 

otherwise might never be heard. It is the opinions, hopes, dreams and 

visions of those often kept silent by educational or economical 


that are crucial to the grassroots movement and a truly united 

community. 


Should you have any questions or require additional information, please call 


Sincerely, 


me at-



Ashley Brooke Digges, Executive Directot  
Empower North Shore Oahu (ENSO) 



-n 08/23l2003 03:45:00 AM 

To: cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 

Subject: Friday re-repeat of..more questions...testimony 

And then Friday....Please include this as testimony; I read in the paper about 
Monday's hearing. Here's a p.s. preface; still haven't heard back from you. 
If there are 388,OOO subscribers paying $3.12 p/mo "feanchise fee", is that to 
cover Oceanic's Non-exclusive? the following thursday..after Saturday..does 
e-mailed testimony get read? just curious...Friday ...M y cable bill includes 
$3.12"franchise fee". Are the subscribers paying for the 
"non-exclusive"..Rather than attend your meeting, please accept this 
testimony; Having spoken with the chairperson, and the program specialist, 
I'm still unsure of the term"non-exclusive franchise". Having visited your 
website, and scrolled through pages, it looks to me like Oceanic is paying 
about a half-a-mil for something, and that should make them exclusive, and 
keep away the competition. "Monopoly" 

k-J
I understand. A competetive company 

would be refreshing. Barbara Ikeda this ori inal question 
was originally posed last week. Are you still in office? 



-- 

I

xavier martin- on 08/23/2003 08:34:07 AM 

To: 
cc: 

Subject: O'Lelo 

O'lelo should be reorganized from the top down.... It's constant 

breaking of its own rules in favor of "favorites and connected" has 

gone on to long. 

(I am former producer, editor, cameraman, trained by O'Lelo several yeare ago) 


"It is the soldier, not the reporter who has given us the freedom of 

the press." 




08/23/2003 10:06:39 AM"Jim Becker" ~ - ~ O I I  

TO: cabletv@dcca. hawaii.gov 
c-pcc: 

Subject: DCCA Plan 

Following are my comments for the Monday, Aug. 25 Discussion 


Mr. Mark Recktenwald, Director 

State Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 


Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 


I have been a Board member of PBS Hawaii for eight exciting and memorable 

years. I was Chairman of the Board during the period when the transition 

was made from a State agency under DCCA to private non-profit status, a 

change made with the invaluable aid and encouragement of DCCA and Cable 

Administrator Clyde Sonobe. 


In this transition, PBS's one percent share of the Cable Franchise Fee 

was invaluable, if I may use so weak a word, as well as during the on-going

Federally-mandated conversion to Digital operations. In recent years it has 

become, literally, vital of the very existence of PBS. It makes up more 

than one-third (34%) of our budget at a time when the economic outlook is 

grim. It is irreplaceable. 


(PBS recently was formed to dispense with four of its most talented and 

experienced people due to revenue shortfall.) 


Our many thousands of loyal viewers have been magnificent in these trying

times. They contribute some $1.8M annually, more per capita, I understand, 

than any other PBS station in the nation. Our PBS Kids channel on Cable has 

met with an unprecedented response, particularly from beleaguered parents

desperate for something their kids can watch. But corporate funding and 

investment income are down, despite our most diligent efforts. 


As the PBS share of the Franchise Fee, paid by the viewing public, 

ensures the very existence of PBS, which educates, enlightens and entertains 

a large Statewide audience, I urge that it be continued. The loss of PBS 

would be a tragedy to our community. 


Finally, I believe that almost all involved in these discussions are 

concerned that this money collected from the viewing public be used in ways

that best serve those viewers. I believe the present distribution 

arrangements, successfully and fruitfully in place these many years, are he 

best way to continue to do that. 


Thank you 

Sincerely, 




"Jim Becker" 08/23/2O03 10:54:54 AM 

To: cabletv@dcca.hawail.gov 

Subject: Corrected DCCA meting comments 

DCCA, Mike 

Following is a corrected version of my comments for DCCA hearing Monday,

Aug. 25. Please discard my earlier sent at 10:07 A.N. Thanks 


Mr. Mark Recktenwald, Director 

State Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 


Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 


I have been a board member of PBS Hawaii for eight exciting and memorable 

years. I was Chairman of the Board during the period when the transition 

was made from a State agency under DCCA to private non-profit status, a 

change made with the assistance and encouragement of DCCA and Cable 

Administrator Clyde Sonobe. 


In this transition PBS's one percent share of the Cable Franchise Fee was 
invaluable, as well as during the ongoing Federally-mandated conversion to 
Digital operation. In recent years it has become, literally, vital to the 
very existence of PBS. It makes up more than a third (34%)  of PBS's annual 
budget at a time when the economic outlook is grim. It is irreplaceable. 

(PBS recently was forced to dispense with four of its most talented and 

experienced people because of revenue shortfalls.) 


Our many thousands of loyal viewers have been magnificent in these trying
times. They contribute some $1.8M annually, more per capita, I understand,
than any other PBS station in the country. Our PBS kids Channel on Cable 
has met with enthusiastic response, particularly from parents desperate for 
something their kids can watch. But corporate funding and investment income 
are down, despite our most diligent efforts. 

As the PBS share of the Franchise Fee ensures the very existence of PBS, 
which educates, enlightens and entertains a large Statewide audience via 
both broadcast and Cable, I urge its continuance. The loss of PBS would be 
a tragedy to our community. 

Finally, I believe that almost all of us involved in these discussions 

are concerned that money collected from the viewing public be spent in ways

that best serve them. I respectfully suggest that the present distribution 

arrangements, successfully and fruitfully in place these many years, are the 

best way to continue to do that. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely,

Jim Becker 




End Corrected version. Thank you for discarding earlier verrsion. JB 



"medicorps" t-0 on 08/24/2003 10:27:13 AM 

To: < cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov> 
cc: 

Subject: olelo 

Dear friends, 

let me briefly speak out on behalf of Olelo Community Television since I will not be present for the public 

hearing. 


I have been a certified producer since 1984 and seen many changes, some for the better, others for the worse. A 

in all I cannot overemphasizethe importance of unemcumbered community access to television. Over the years I 

have seen many worthwhile programs and points of view otherwise unable to be expressed in public. 


For example, Medicorps, the Non Profit Organization I represent, has been able to address a number of important 

issues with its documentaries, ranging from HIV/AIDS to landmines, public health problems, poverty and 

terrorism. Without Olelo's support we would be hard pressed to raise awareness of these important issues. 


Any shortening of the budget or changes in allocations may have a negative impact on organizations like ours, let 

alone individuals with. valuable points of view. Let's continue to support Olelo in its present structure and 

endowment. 


Sincerely, 

Gunther Hintz, M.D. 




To: 

cc: 

cabletv@dcca.hawali.gov 

Subject: Testimony For DCCA Forum 

To Whom it May Concern: 


I am writing this letter to ask that, when you make decisions about the 

future of Olelo, you not redistribute resources to fund outer island 

programs. 


Loss of funding to our program would have a significant impact on current 
services and we would not be able to provide the same level of 
opportunities to our community. 

As it is, our program currently operates on a shoestring budget. 


Yet, Olelo's impact on our community has been significant. 


Our partnership with Olelo has fulfilled the vision we originally had for 
the program - to give the community a voice, to help individuals build 
their media skills, and to promote a positive image of our school and the 
Ko'olauloa region. 

Within the community, we have been able to send important messages, about 

traffic safety, a drive to save our hospital, and caring for the 

environment. 


When we needed to get a message out about budget cuts that threatened our 

local hospital, the only facility of its kind for miles, Olelo helped a 

group of organizers develop a video that underscored the importance of 

access to a hospital in a rural area. 


Opportunities at Olelo also helped students find a niche, build media 

literacy skills and be more marketable in any career field. 


Last, we wanted to highlight some of the activities with which our takes 

pride and share our successes with people who don't live in our area. 


Turn to an Olelo channel and chances are you will see a Ko'olauloa resident 

engaged in a positive, safe, drug-free activity. 


One of our students coined the phrase, "It takes a community to build a Red 
Raider." 

I am grateful to Olelo for helping bring people together for the common 

purpose of building a stronger community for the young people we serve. 


Thank you for you attention to my request. 


Sincerely, 


Lisa DeLong

Principal

Kahuku High and Intermediate School 




TO: cabletv@dcca. hawail.gov 
cc: 

Subject: Testimony for Olelo 

I have attached testimony in support of Olelo programming. 

Ahui Hou Carole Mulford 

Dark Chocolate Rules, 

A DAY without CHOCOLATE is a day Wasted. 


Enter for your chance to IM with Bon Jovi, Seal, Bow Wow, or Mary J Blige using MSN 

Messenger 


- Olelo support Letter.doc 



Vincent and Carole Mulford 


SUPPORT 

State Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 

Cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 


Hearing for Olelo 

Queen Liliuokalani Building, Room 404, 

4PM to 6:30PM 


I wish to testify in favor of Olelo programming for the community. 

As a member of the Hawaii Family and Community Education and Na Tutu, 

Grandparents raising Grandchildren, our organizations had an opportunity of 

having a “Giving Aloha” program filmed and aired by Olelo. This was 

instrumental in informing the community about our program. We have since 

succeeded in having a law passed to support grandparent solely raising 

grandchildren to enroll these children for full participation in school through 

informal consent by affidavit. 

A copy of the program was given to us so we could continue to show it. To 

attempt to do this informational program on our own would have required a lot of 

energy and resources we didn’t have. 


I have also participated in Olelo’s community teaching programs. I attended the 

camcorder session that was most helpful. When I get more energy I would like to 

attend more of their programs. 


Please continue funding and support for Olelo. 


Respectfully yours 


Carole I Mulford 




TO: cabletv@dcca. hawali.gov 
cc: 

Subject: PEG Plan Meeting 

To whom it may concern, 

I'm sending this e-mail on behalf of my Wife, Christy, and I who are 'Olelo clients, and also 

'Olelo college interns. We are college students at BYU-Hawaii, which is located only ten 

minutes from the 'Olelo satalite at Kahuku.We are only a year away from graduating, as 

communication's majors. We have had the oppertunity to be interns during the last semester, 

and now we are clients. Christy and I have really enjoyed using the facilities here at Kahuku. 

I plan on graduate school with a degree in Mass comrnunuications, and we're glad that we're 

having the opportunity to get hands-on training in video production. It has helped us 

understand the communications field so much more, and I'm grateful for that. 

Tamy Toma, the manager, here at 'Olelo @ Kahuku, has been great. It was because of her 

collaborating with BYU-Hawaii that there now exists this intern program. One of my good 

friends, Daniel Skaf, from Brazil, was one of the first interns on this program 3 years ago. He 

ended up going to film school at Chapman, and has just graduated. 

It's program's like 'Olelo that let people that wouldn't otherwise have a chance, create dreams 

for themselves. 

Sincerely, 

J Brown at 'Olelo at Kahuku 


MSN 8: Get 6 months for $9.95/month. 



-- 

Kumu Kahua Theater f-pn 08/25/2003 02:27:16 PM 

To: Cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 

Subject: In Support of 'Olelo Cable Television 

Aloha: 

I am writing this email letter in support of local cable 


television, namely 'Olelo Television. I strongly feel that our 

community needs to support an organization such as 'Olelo because it 

allows grassroots organizations such as my non-profit the 

opportunities to reach a more diversified audience, educate a wider 

range of local communities and most of all, learn how to support the 

efforts of 'Olelo's technical educational programs in hopes of 

training my organization in learning about cable production and how 

we as an organization can produce and organize our own cable show. 


My organization was invited to participate in 'Olelo's last 

season's Giving Aloha program which we took full advantage of and 

talked with our panelists for an hour on air. It was truly a 

worthwhile experience and it helped get our mission out to those wh 

tuned in. The great thing was that 'Olelo broadcasted the show more 

than once in which 50 viewers called our offices inquiring about our 

plays and summer classes. So I know as well as our Board, that 'Olelo 

cable television does work! 


I hope my written testimony to you at DCCA will note that I am in 

support of 'Olelo and the beneficial work they do for our community. 


With aloha, 

Alissa L. Alcosiba 

Managing Director 

Kumu Kahua Theatre 




"Sharleen Oshiro C-Jn " 08/25/2003 04:32:32 PM 

To: <cabletv@dcca.hawaii.gov> 
cc: &-J 

Subject: Giving Hawaii 

Dear Commission Members: 

Thankyou for this opportunity to speak onbehalf of Olelo's "Giving Hawaii'' program, 

My name is Sharleen Oshiro, I am the Executive Director of the Hawaii Lupus Foundation, Inc. We are a 
small non-profit organizationserving the entire state of Hawaii. Our mission is to "support those affected by 
lupus, create awareness, and find the cure". We provide information, education, and support to all those affected 
by lupus, and support research to find the cure and until then, better treatment. 

Lupus is a chronic autoimmune disease which can attack any organ and rangesfrom mild to life-threatening, 
and even death. Nine out of ten patients are women, ages 14-45. Lupus primarily afflicts people of Asian, 
African, American Indian, and Polynesian origin. Statistics show that I out of 185 people has lupus. We 
estimate that there are 7,000- 10,000 people in Hawaii with lupus. Some of the more common symptoms include 
achy, swollen joints; extreme fatigue; persistent low-grade fever; depression; and hair loss. Because of this, lupus 
is difficult to diagnose. It is crucial that people recognize the symptoms of lupus, so that they can get a diagnosis
and start the appropriate treatment'assoon as possible to minimize organ damage. 

Our awareness efforts attempt to reach as many people as possible. For us,as I'm sure it is for everyone else, 
television is the best way to reach the masses. However, television is also very costly, and for small organizations 
such as ours, not within our budget. Fortunately, there is Olelo and their "Giving Aloha" program. Thisprogram 
has enabled us to reach so many people, many that we would normally have a difficult time reaching due to 
various reasons, including religious, cultural, social, and disability. This ability to reach these people makes 
a great difference in a person's quality of life, and the people around that person. Lupus is a disease that not only 
affects the patient, but also that patient's "ohana", including family, co-workers, and friends. 

Again, please accept our heartfelt gratitude for this wonderful program and the many lives that it has touched. 

With warm aloha, 

Sharleen H. Oshiro 
Executive Director 
Hawaii Lupus Foundation, Inc. 



August 25,2003 

To: 	 Mark Recktenwald, Director 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
State of Hawai' i 

Re: Public, Education, Government Access to Community Television 

Thank you for this opportunity to present testimony relating to Public, Education and 
Government access to community television in Hawai' i. I am June Shimokawa, a community 
volunteer. 

Iam a social worker by training, and my working life focused on community service not 
only in Honolulu but in various cities in the continental United States. In my last position 
before retirement, I worked in an education and advocacy organization and had the good 
fortune of working closely with grassroots people. A favorite choice of strategy was organizing 
educational forums for the general public. When the opportunity was presented to us by 
Sparky Rodrigues, who at that time was a new 'Olelo employee, to tape our sessions for 
presentation on 'Olelo, we were most enthusiastic about such an opportunity. So enthusiastic 
that our volunteers from Honolulu and Windward were willing to make relatively frequent trips 
to work out of the Wai 'anae 'Olelo studio. 

Were it not for the valuable guidance and assistance of Sparky Rodrigues, we might 
have missed availing ourselves of what turned out to be a most valuable community resource, 
bar none. The feedback our organization kept receiving from members of the public who saw 
our programs raised my consciousness as to the effectiveness of locally produced 'Olelo 
programming. Such programming gave us tremendous mileage - it expanded our listening 
audience not only on O'ahu but also on Kaua'i, Maui, and Hawai'i, in that we sent copies of 
our programs to the community television stations there. They were eager to receive relevant 
and timely locally produced programs on vital community issues. 

On a more personal note, let me say that bringing local and state government hearings 
into our homes has had the effect of moving me off my living room couch to get to and testify 
at hearings. I am not alone; I have heard others say the same thing. 

If your Department is contemplatingcutting 'Olelo staff and/or equipment resources 
assisting in productions, please - forget it. Do not tie the hands of some of the most dedicated, 
visionary, exemplary staff members of 'Olelo, like Sparky Rodrigues, who know that if they do 
not make their resources available to the taro roots community, the most marginalized people 
in our community will once again be ignored and dis-empowered from engaging in the practice 
of democracy. They will lose a critical avenue to be contributing members of our community. A 
tremendously effective training ground for people and organizations with limited income will be 
shattered. 



A few years ago, I monitored several of the commercial network television stations. 
Since FCC no longer requires them to set aside time for local community programming, other 
than Local News, cooking programs, and a few others, there is almost no community-issues 
focused programs. Community television is our primary point of access. 

If we want to have a healthy democracy, the public must have access to the air waves. 
We must be able to have a forum where relevant local issues can be presented and discussed, 
from the perspective of the affected people themselves. Local News lets us know about 
community problems. Community television provides us the stories of the positive activities of 
local residents such as to strengthen our economy, protect our environment, and build 
important linkages and relationshipsto make Hawai’ i a better place to live. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my mana’o. 



_--- I 
August 25,2003 FILE 

Mr. Mark Recktenwald, Director 

State Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 

1010 Richards Street, 2ndFloor 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 


Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 


We have reviewed the proposed draft plan for PEG access providers and appreciate 

your efforts to seek public comment on it. The draft focuses on governance and 

operational issues for Hawaii's PEG providers and we do not believe this is the kulear 

of PBS Hawaii. While we do agree that PEG providers play an important role in our 

island communities and should continue to play a role, we believe the role of PBS 

Hawaii is distinctly different from that of public access providers. 


Here are highlights of PBS Hawaii: 

PBS Hawaii has been providing statewide broadcasts since 1967. We were first 
known as Hawaii Educational Television and then as Hawaii Public Television 
under the Hawaii state government. Today, we continue the mission of 
providing quality, commercial free educational and entertaining programs to the 
people of Hawaii as a private, nonprofit organization. 

Five days a week, PBS Hawaii broadcasts programs that the state Department of 

Education deems important enough for statewide broadcast. 

PBS Hawaii provides the state Department of Education with facilities and 
services for educational programs that go out to the nation via live satellite. 

We provide the state of Hawaii with a distribution network through PBS for 
important programs from and about Hawaii. 

2350 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawai i  96822 



* 	 PBS Hawaii is the local broadcast outlet for the best documentary work 
produced by independent local producers. 

Of all the recipients of Hawaii's franchise fee, PBS Hawaii is the only broadcaster 
licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Thisis a significant 
distinction because it means that in addition to state oversight, PBS Hawaii is regulated 
at the federal level as well. As a PBS affiliate, we are also governed by standards set by 
the national PBS headquartered in Virginia. 

PBS Hawaii broadcasts are statewide. Our service is available to those who do not have 
access to cable or who choose not to subscribe to cable where it's available. We provide 
free, non-commercial television programs of national and local interests. Because PBS 
Hawaii broadcasts statewide, our preference is to continue the current relationship with 
the state under the jurisdiction of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. 

We currently use the franchise fee for operations, equipment replacement/upgrades and 
facilities. You should also know that the fee plays a large part in our plans for digital 
conversion which is mandated by the FCC. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views with you. 

Very truly yours, 

Mike Mc artney

President and CEO 
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August 22,2003 

Mr. MarkRecktenwald, Director 

State of Hawaii 

Department ofCommerce & Consumer Affairs 

P.O.Box 541 

Honolulu,Hawaii 96809 


Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 

Thank you for providing the opportunity for island communities to comment 
on the draft cable plan. I am a board member of PBSHawaii which receives 1 
percent of the state's cable franchise fee. The fee i s  very important to PBS 
Hawaii and represents approximately 34 percent of the station's annual budget. 

T h e  mission of PBSHawaii is to provide quality, commercial free broadcast 
televisionprograms to the people ofHawaii. Our programming is meant to 
inspire, inform,entertain and educate the community. PBSHawaii is a 
nonprofit organization that used to be an agency of the state under your 
department. And now that we are a private nonprofit entity, these fundsare 
important in helping u s  to maintain our mission. 

Of all the beneficiaries of the franchise fee, PBSHawaii is the only broadcaster 
licensed by the FCC. 

PBS Hawaii has been serving the state of Hawaii since 1967 providing 
commercial free television at no cost to the community. Simplyput, there are 
no fees attached to receiving our programs. 

PBS Hawaii serves the entire state, not just the individual counties, with free 
non-commercial PBSprograms of both national and local interest. We serve 
many rural communities who are otherwise not served by cable, PEG and 
commercial broadcasters. 

Most of OUT franchise fee funds are used to pay for equipment and operations 
relating to providing educational statewide broadcast at no cost to the 
community. Our future use for the fee will go toward helping this station to 
meet the federal mandate for digital broadcast which is a requirement we have 
to meet in order to maintain our broadcasting license. 



08/22/2003 16:19 FAX 808 541 9050 IMANAKA KUDO & FUJIMOTO 00 

Mr. Mark Recktenwald 

August 22,2003 

Page 2 


Ourprimary desire is to keep the existing conditions and relationship with the DCCA and Time 
Warner Oceanic Cable as is. Thank you again for this opportunityto share the value of PBS in 
Hawaii’s communities. 

Sincerely, 

RBT:aty 



COMMUNICATIONS PACIFIC 

August 19,2003 

Mr. Mark Recktenwald 
Director 
State of Hawaii 

1010 Richards Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Mr. Recktenwald: 

license. 

President 

AH:ss 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 

I' 

A E 

-

I appreciate the opportunity that the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs has made available to 
comment on the draft cable plan. As a board member of PBS Hawaii and a concerned citizen, I urge you to 
keep the existing conditions and relationship between the DCCA and Time Warner Oceanic Cable as is. 

As you know, PBS Hawaii receives one percent of the state's cable franchise fee. The fee is very important 
to PBS Hawaii and represents approximately 34 percent of the station's annual budget. Of all the 
beneficiaries of the franchise fee, PBS Hawaii is the only broadcaster licensed by the FCC. PBS Hawaii ha: 
been providing the entire state commercial-free television at no cost to the community since 1967. We serve 
many rural communities that are otherwise not served by cable, PEG and commercial broadcasters. 

The mission of PBS Hawaii is to provide quality, commercial-free broadcast television programs to the 
people of Hawaii. Our programming is meant to inspire, inform, entertain and educate the community. PBS 
Hawaii is a nonprofit organization that used to be an agency of the state under your department. And now 
that we are a private nonprofit entity, these funds are particularly important in helping us to fulfill our mission 

Most of our franchise fee funds are used to pay for equipment and operations relating to providing 
educational statewide broadcasting. The future use of the fee will be to help us meet the federal mandate 
for digital broadcasting, which is a requirement we have to meet in order to maintain our broadcasting 

Thank you again for this opportunity to share the value of PBS in Hawaii's communities. 

TOPA FINANCIAL CENTER TEL 808 521 5391 
FORT STREET TOWER PENTHOUSE , FAX 808 537 6836 
745 FORT STREET, HONOLULU, HI 96813 www.commpac 



August 25,2003 

Testimony IN FAVOR of a NO CHANGE policy for community television 


The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (DCCA) Statewide Plan changes 

the way Olelo Community Access Television is governed and weakens it to such an 

extent that what would then exist would be insignificant. The Waianae, Palolo, Kahuku 

and Leeward Community College Olelo branches provide an important source of 

information distribution for these communities and for the rest of the state. As we know 

Information is Power. When you take away these resources, the DCCA will be further 

weakening communities already at risk by killing a valuable and irreplaceable source of 

information distribution. 


While in Highschool, children are inspired to become what they see. The Olelo satellites 

working with the highschools are inspirational windows to opportunities of what “could 

be” for the children of these communities. Many of them go home to abuse, neglect, 

poverty, and drug use. 


The Hawaii Audubon Society has worked with the Waianae satellite to interview Kupuna 

and others about what is happening to Hawaii’s nearshore fish stocks and what should be 

done to ensure that there exist healthy fish stocks for our future. This information 

empowers these communities by informing them about what living resources are being 

taken from the public commons by private individuals and if they are being taken at 

sustainable levels. Publicly owned marine resources suffer when the public is 

uninformend to what is really going on. 


Please decide that a NO CHANGE policy is the best policy, 

otherwise in the age of “reality TV” what we will be stuck with is really bad TV. 


Ellyn Tong 

Hawaii Audubon Society 

Outreach Coodinator 






3 



_-





Testimony to DCCA on Statewide Cable Access Plan 

I’m a resident of Wai’anae, married, father, Viet Nam veteran, 
Activist in my community on various issues. Member of the 
TeleComHui and Malama Makua. And I happen to work as the 
manager for the Wai’anae ‘Olelo satellite facility, 

I learned of the inequities of media while working with the 
Homeless group at Makua. That was 1995. During the eviction 
struggle ‘Olelo Producers came to assist us with getting our story 
out. Puhipau & Joan of Na Maka 0 Ka Aina put me in front of the 
camera for the first time I was in panic mode but did my part in 
their documentary on Makua. Main stream media distorted the 
truth or just did not report the story. Observing many community 
issues that needed to be reported but went ignored. How does a 
community get their message out that is under served, 
economically challenged and barriers that make a community 
angry. The only way we had a chance to present our bright side 
was ‘Olelo Community Television. I became a producer for ‘Olelo 
in 1996 and began producing my own programs of our community. 
The drive was long from Wai’anae to Mapunapuna to get 
equipment and edit. Many times it was a choice to buy food, gas 
or video tape to do a program. 

Olelo as part of the Education & Business Cycle providing for 
skills building and problem solving opportunities while doing 
programs. You don’t need to know how to read or write to use 

equipment or do a program. 



My Oceanic Time Warner bill shows that I pay separately for 
access. I want my money used in my community. Help build 
programs relevant to our community needs. I don’t like the idea 
that one community or island is pitted against the other for access 
funding. Each 

In the past, half of our students entering the gfhgrade did not 
graduate. Our community was always portrayed in the poorest 
light. Too far away from town to defend our selves. 

That has changed, ‘Olelo made a commitment to be a part of the 
Wai’anae community in 1998 partnering with the Boys and Girls 
Club providing for a temporary location for two years. 

Further Partnerships have been formed between Leeward 
Community College, Waianae Coast Coalition, Hawaii 
Technology & Trade Association, Wai’anae High School and 
‘Olelo, the ‘Olelo Satellite Media Center is located in Wai’anae at 
Wai’anae High School. This partnership resulted from a 
community grassroots organization called the TeleComHui 
interested in the future of telecommunications on the Waianae 
Coast. LCC lead the way with a HUD grant that provided funds to 
renovate an old unused shop building. Our shared space & 
equipment offers students access to the facility during the day and 
community after school. The growing success of our students in 
Waianae media program makes front page news. ‘Olelo has 
played a small part in that success as a partner. The other 
component to the HUD grant is economic development. ‘Olelo 
can’t participate in the commercialism segment but we offer 
community opportunity to build skills needed to eventually 
transition into economic development. 

Other successful partnerships bringing Alu Like and Queen 
Liliuokalani Children Center together with ‘Olelo funded our six 

2 



week Summer Media Program. Training youth from our 
community to produce programs for broadcast. Training two hours 
each day than shooting two programs each day. The final two days 
of the program the youth group produced and broadcast two, two 
hour LIVE forums on Homelessness. 

I am currently working to expand ‘Olelo’s involvement with the 
Enrichment Program. Wai’anae School Complex feeder schools 
combining 5th and 6thgraders with media mentors from high school 
or college at our facility for two hours each Saturday for 13 weeks. 
This is a Waianae High School activity that we can support than 
expand to each elementary. Linking teachers, staff, parents, 
students back to access via learning new media skills that will be 
shared their video programs with our community. Students are 
community members in my eyes and not part of the DOE or UH 
system. 

‘Olelo has provided a way for funds and services to get directly to 
our Community. Oceanic Time Warner has demonstrated the will 
to be responsible to a strong democratic society by funding access 
organizations like ‘Olelo. It would be a greater gesture of 
corporate responsibility for all businesses engaged in any form of 
video, audio & data transmission like DSL, Broadband, internet, 
Satellite to contribute a portion of their fees to supporting access. 
Each community must support and sustain their own access like 
‘Olelo. How much more could we do if everyone chipped in. Our 
partnerships in Wai’anae show that we are able to lead in building 
a strong community with successful programs. Allow us to 
continue our efforts in communities like Wai’anae by not 
changing any of the existing DCCA rules governing Cable Access. 

3 




CABLE 

My name is Andrew Perez and I am a resident of 

Oahu. I am here to share with you my wonderful experience 

participating in the Halia Aloha program at Olelo. __ 
The Halia Aloha program, as I understand it, is a way 

for ordinary people to record on video tape some of the oral 


history of Hawaii. This is oral history as it is remembered 


and experienced by the everyday people we all have known who 


lived and worked in our neighborhoods. 


Along with my niece, Juanita Wolfgramm, we interviewd 


two exceptional women. In our short, ten-minute program, we 


only touched the surface of what each of them had to share. 


I would like to tell you a little bit about each of them. 


Pauline was born in 1922 in Wahiawa. Her father was 


the ice man in Wahiawa at a time when selling ice to your 


neighbors was a good thing. 


Her father joined the Navy and was the chief engineer 


at Fort Kamehemeha. Pauline's family moved to Kalia Road in 


Waikiki and they became members of the Outrigger Canoe Club 


in its early days. Pauline tells the story of how everyone 


watched the Royal Hawaiian Hotel go up little by little. 


She says how shocked they all were when construction was 


finally completed and the hotel was painted bright pink. 


Later in her life, after attending Roosevelt High School, 


Pauline worked at the Pearl Harbor branch of Bank of Hawaii. 


When she went back to work on Monday morning, December 8, she 


talks about the bullet and shrapnel holes that tore through 




the building where she worked. If the attack had taken 


place on a weekday morning instead of on the Sunday morning 


that it did, she most likely would not have survived it. 


Our second remarkable woman was also born in the 


Twenties, but in New Jersey. Joan moved to Hawaii after 


her college graduation to teach elementary school on 


Molokai. 


Having been born and raised on the east coast, Joan was 

used to pronouncing the long Slavic surnames with multiple 

consonants in a row. Little did she know that she would have 

a more difficult time trying to pronounce Hawaiian names with 

multiple vowels in a row. I guess she liked pronouncing those 

long Hawaiian names because she later married a Hawaiian man 

and Mr. and Mrs. Kalama had a few children of their own. 

Joan retired as a public school teacher and began her 

second career as an active member of Kailua Canoe Club and the 

Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association. 

I am sharing the stories of these two amazing women to 

make the point that Olelo and the Halia Aloha program has 

enabled and empowered me to share these important stories 

with a much larger audience. I think that the more we know 

about each other and about our differences, the easier it 

becomes to see our similarities. 

Olelo serves our community by allowing us to all talk to 


each other through the medium of public access television. 


I 



I think that Olelo serves our commun ity well and is 


worthy of your consideration. Thank you. 




Speaking on behalf of retaining funding for OLELO and 
maintaining existing services to the public. 

Olelo provided free access to video production equipment, studio, 
space and editing facilities for olelo trained volunteers in Rotary to 
help me create a half hour program on Rotary in Hawaii.. 
used in recruiting and education of Rotarians statewide. 
We had stacks and stacks of video tapes from Rotary 
my in studio on camera segments and an interview, and we pulled f$ ' 

the pieces together under editor Lloyd's deft hand.. ...hours and 
hours in that edit bay.. .and it was well worth the effort. 

'
In this day and time, you cannot rely on television stations to 
parlay their public service responsibilities into free air time for non 
profits ....It just doesn't happen any more. 

Also appreciate the facilitated production service Olelo provides, 
so that the Healthy Start team could discuss the prevention of child 
abuse and neglect, in studio and with Olelo staff providing the 
skills needed to get our message out to the public. Our time on the 
Giving Aloha program was well received. 

I also have tuned in for legislative and city council hearings. My 
speech on volunteering in the community, which was taped before 
a gathering of business men and women, was shown on Olelo, and 
I was surprised by the number of people who happened upon it. 

I noticed the students from Waianae High School, whose video lab 
has become a magnet for students wishing to get a head start in the 
field of broadcasting. Imagine the high school aged talent out 
there, able to use Olelo facilities now and in the future.. ..who will 
continue to utilize public access television for their projects and to 
communicate to their peers. 
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Liz Howell 

A 

DCCA Testimony 
August 25,2003 

My name is Liz Howell and I’ve had the opportunity to spend some time this summer 
going through the training and certification programs at O’lelo. 

I ’ m  amazed that it took me 10years in Hawaii before stumbling upon this geni of a 
resource and I’m really pleased to have the opportunity to interact with this community 
organization. 

The classes are ongoing and affordable, the students and their projects are so diverse -
in every way - from community interests, ethnicity, age...it’s a real melting pot of 
people and ideas. And the educational environment is one that engenders open 
exploration and communication of myriad ideas and beliefs. 

I found the training offered is extremely supportive and the media center bends over 
backwards to be available for any questions that arise or assistance needed. 

I was vaguely aware of an O’lelo project out in Waianae that involved school kids, but 
when I read the article in the Honolulu Advertiser today, I was so impressed with the 
scope of the program that involves the students, teachers, the schools, community groups 
and support from local businesses and institutions as well. In my mind, this demonstrates 
a winning example of collaboration of resources and a creative commitment to youth and 
education. 

Overall, I see O’lelo as an important institution in the community at large. Beyond 
offering community PEG access, Olelo has well-served Honolulu and the State of Hawaii 
i n  it’s community outreach, community support and community building programs. 

I’d like to see O’lelo continue to grow and serve even larger numbers of groups, 
individuals and projects and I hope that decisions on governance , andfranchise 
agreements made in the future will ensure that possibility. 

Thank you for this opportunity to share my perspective.
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HAWAII STATE SENATE 
Twenty-Second Legislature 

TESTIMONY ON DCCA'S DRAFT PLAN FOR PEG ACCESS August 25,2003 

SUBMlTTEDBY SENATOR LES IHARA, JR. 

General Comments Pertinent to DCCA's PEG Access Plan 

1. 	 In my view, Hawaii's PEG access resources are a statewide resource that should be 
operated as one system for the benefit of Hawaii's community. From this 
perspective, I believe there are inadequate infrastructure components, located mainly 
on the neighbor islands. 

2. 	 I believe that PEG viewers on Oahu, and elsewhere, would like to see local 
programming from all the islands in order to know, understand, and experience all 
communities and the diversity of our state. 

3. 	 Ifproperly used in the public interest. I believe that coordination by DCCA could 
significantly enhance the utilization of Hawaii's PEG access resources. 

4. 	 I support adoption of a PEG access plan that will bring about changes to advance 
development of a statewide system of PEG resources. I believe that these changes
should be brought about with minimal or no harm to existing organizations. 

ISSUE #I:Expanded Role for Counties in Cable Regulation 
It is my belief that neighbor island PEGS are in a better negotiating position when DCCA 
negotiates for them, including for needed capital projects. One way to ensure PEG 
involvement in these negotiations might be to add a requirement that PEGS approve 
agreements that directly affect their county. 

ISSUE #2: Governance -PEG Board Appointment Process 
My view is that if PEG directors continue to be appointed by DCCA. they should comply 
filly with the state's open records law and sunshine law. I support removing DCCA as 
appointing authority, and support stakeholder groups electing board members (or 
selecting them by an open process). A mechanism for public and producer input should 
be instituted under any type of governance scheme. 

ISSUE #3: Cable Advisory Committee 
1 believe the Cable Advisory Committee should be appointed as soon as possible to 
support open and public communications among PEGS. Its membership should be 
expanded to allow diverse views and those of all stakeholders. Until legislation is adopted 
to add members, I think additional members could be appointed in an ex oficio status. 

ISSUE #4: Financial Resources 

I support increasing the  amount of resources provided to the neighbor island PEGS in 

order to raise their infrastructure capabilities to statewide standards and enhance their 




programmin capacity for sharing with other PEGS pursuant to statewide policy. Possible 
sources of funds for neighbor island PEGS could include funds above Olelo's cap, DCCA 
surplus funds. other excess finds. and cable operator funds through agreements 
negotiated in the future. 

ISSUE #5: PEG Channel Resource 
AS I recall, some legislative hearings could not be broadcast live on the neighbor islands 
because of limited channel capacity. Additional channels should be requested to allow live 
airing of legislative hearings. and more sharing of programming among the PEGS could 
help fill air time. 

ISSUE #6: Sustainability 
I would encourage PEGS to expand their programs to include more web-based services, 
projects in partnership with other organizations, and programs funded by foundation 
grants. 

ISSUE #7: Greater Community Participation 
No comment. 

ISSUE #8: Cooperation and Collaboration Among PEG Organizations 
All proposed ideas on equipment, personnel, and programming resources seem useful and 
should be  implemented. 

ISSUE #9: PEG By-laws 
As long as DCCA appoints PEG board members, I believe that PEGS should conduct their 
business in compliance with the state's open records law and sunshine law. 

ISSUE #10: Uniform Information Practices Act: Openness to the Public Records 

If the plan is for PEG boards to continue being appointed by DCCA and, therefore, 

obligated to comply with UIPA, I a m  willing to assist development of statutory 

amendments applicable to non-profit groups, including PEGS. 

ISSUE#11#12, #13: 
No comment. 

ISSUE#14: Programming (CSPAN for Hawaii) 
As a member of  the Honolulu Community-Media Council committee that has proposed 
the Hawaii CSPAN idea, I support this proposal. Hawaii CSPAN proposal assumes that no 
entity is harmed in the implementation of the plan, and I believe that the plan could be 
phased in based on availability of resources. The need for an independent, non-profit 
group would be to select programming for a Hawaii CSPAN channel and coordinate among 
the PEGS. 

ISSUE #15: Resolution of complaints concerning PEGs 
I believe that all PEGS should adopt an explicit, and written, complaint resolution process 
that specifies complaint format, timeframe requirements, mediation process, etc. In 
addition, I suggest that an explicit procedure be adopted for requesting PEG records. 

ISSUE #16: Role of PEGs :Production versus Facilitation 
DCCA should, in my view, provide general parameters and oversight of non-traditional 
PEG programs. and encourage solicitation of public input prior to implementing these 
programs. 





"Melvin Keohohou'008/27/2003 03:28:07 AM 

To: 
cc: 


Subject: Point of View Comment 


<cableh@dcca.hawaii. ov> 
"Donna Wen''-

Aloha: 

My name is Melvin Keohohou. I am a Hawaiian Studies teacher (grades K-6) at LehuaElementary 

School (Kupuna program). I work in Pearl City, but I live in Waipahu, Oahu. 


I recently enrolled inclasses to become certified to use 'Olelo facilities. The tuition fees I paid for theseclasses 

were reasonab1e/affordable.The cooperation and service I received from the employees at the Mapunapuna facilit 

was extremelypositive. personal, and exceeded all my expectations. 


I believethat each PEG should remain autonomous with minimum state or county intervention. 

'Olelo appears to have the lion's share of funding but it also has a huge population to service. I am new to their 
available community services and I wonder about potential clients who would suffer if funding was cutback. 

If redistribution of funds to support PEGs that need additionalfunding becomes a necessity, then I believe that a 
reasonable fixedpercentage of total revenues for each county (based on population) be determined at a meeting o 
all PEGs and then implemented. 

'Olelo provides a viable service. It would be a shame to mess it up with burdensome cutbacks and restrictions 
imposed by state and county legislation. 

Sincerely, 



Johnnie-Mae L Perry -n 0812’11200302:03:35 PM 

To: cebletv@dcca.hawaii.gov 
cc: 

Subject: NO CUT BACKS! 

Re: ‘ O l e l o  

Dear C o m m i t t e e  Members: 

A f t e r  watching t h e  l i v e  coverage of t h e  meeting held on 8/25 evening, 

many people, community r ep resen ta t ives ,  and s tudents  gave eloquent 

speeches aga ins t  t h e  c u t  backs t h a t  ‘&#332;1elo is facing. There is r e a l l y  

nothing more t o  add and I agree with t h e  t e s t i f i e r s .  However, what I 

found impressive is t h e  s tudents  from Nanakuli & HCC spoke up. ‘&#332;1elo 

is g iv ing  t h e s e  young s tuden t s  hope thereby, are making e a r l y  ca ree r  

plans.  They are a l s o  insp i red  by ‘&#332;lelo, a s  you may be aware, it is 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n s p i r e  and motivated young people. Many programs and 

government agencies t r y  t i m e  and t i m e  again with a l o w  rate of success 

t o  motivated young Students  but  no t  ‘&#332;lelol 


‘&#332;lelo has become a part of t h e  educational  pa r tne r  with t h e  DOE and 

community col leges ,  l e t  them continue without any d is rupt ions .  


Sincere ly  yours, 


Johnnie-Mae L. Perry 

Resident of  Wai’anae 
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"Peter Adler'- 08/28l2003 04:22:12 AM 

To: <cabletv@dcca. hawaii.gov> 
cc: 

Subject: 'Olelo 

August 26, 2003 

Cable Television Division 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
State of Hawaii 
1010 Richards Street, 2nd Floor 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: 'Olelo's Contributions To Civic Affairs in Hawaii 

Ladies & Gentlemen: 

I write in support of 'Olelo's continuing funding and support. I understand you are 
accepting public comments to assess the status ofpublic access television and to propose possibl 
changes that might negatively affect 'Olelo's free services to non-profit agencies and to the 
O'ahu community. I urge you not to negatively impact the provision of community television or 
to place any additional barriers in the public's ability to produce, view, and participate in Hawaii' 
public-access TV stations. 

Although I am currently working on the mainland and unable to provide my comments in persoi 
I would like you to know that I have made extensive use of 'Olelo's services in conjunction with 
various civic affairs projects. One of those involved candidiate responses to questions posed by 
citizens through the "Price of Paradise" election project. Another was the telecast of various 
forums conducted through the "Place At the Table" series. 

'Olelo provide a unique and important service. Please don't let it be eroded. 

Sincerely, 

Peter S. Adler 

Peter S. Adler, Ph.D. 
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NWALDLINDA LINGLE 

LT. COVERNORl 

MARK E. 

CLYDE 

STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
1010 RICHARDS STREET 

P.O. BOX 641 
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96808 

(808) 5882620 

CABLE TELEVISIONDIVISION 

FAX (808)586-2625 

August 29,2003 

TO: ' Ms. Dora Libov 

SUBJECT: Statewide PEG Access Plan 

COPIES DESCRIPTION 

1 Copy each of the following: 
"Draft" Plan 
Notice of Public Comment Meetings 
Press Release dated July 17, 2003 

TRANSMITTED FOR: 
[ ]YOUR INFORMATION [ ] YOUR REVIEW AND COMMENT 
[ ]YOUR SIGNATURE [ ] FORAPPROVAL 
[ ] YOUR REVIEW [ ] PER YOUR REQUEST 
[ ] YOUR FURTHER HANDLING [ ] PER OUR CONVERSATION 
[ ]YOURFILE [ X ] SEE "REMARKS" BELOW 

MESSAGE: Dear Ms. Liboy: Per your phone conversationwith Mr. Sonobe, enclosec 
are the documents listed above. Please contact our office should you have any 
questions. Thank you. 

K-
Patti Kodama 
Secretary 

Enclosures 

OBE 




